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Synopsis

Summertime. A family of three, a single father, Babis, and his twin children on the
verge of adulthood, Konstantinos and Elsa, sail to the island of Poros on the family boat

for their holidays. In the midst of swimming, sunbathing and making new friends,

Konstantinos and Elsa meet unbeknownst to them, their birth mother Anna who
abandoned them when they were babies. This encounter will stir up long-held feelings
of resentment in Babis, resulting in a sun-kissed, bittersweet coming-of-age journey for
everyone involved.

Director's note

Kyuka Before Summer's End is part of a trilogy beginning with the 2018 short film
Kioku Before Summer Comes. Inspired by a patchwork of elements and real events, the
film draws partially from my childhood memories of family vacations aboard a small
sailboat in Poros. The confined space of the sailboat bred tension. Yet amidst this
dynamic, the enduring presence of humor and love left behind a bittersweet nostalgia for
those cherished vacations. At its heart, Kyuka delves into the complexities of familial
relationships, exploring the bonds between parents and their children. The love between
siblings and how sometimes, this kind of parental, protective love can easily turn
suffocating and toxic. It reflects on adulthood and what can trigger it in a person
regardless of their biological age. Since the summer of 2017, Kyuka has been my
devoted project, embodying a personal evolution in my filmmaking journey, akin to a
coming-of-age experience. It's a part of my life and of myself, combining elements from
every short film I've made. Seven years later, I still find myself unable to pinpoint
exactly why I made this film. Beyond the sheer enjoyment of the creative process and a
strong personal need for expression, I believe a part of me yearned to recreate those
cherished summer memories, now faded into the past. I am so moved and excited that
this creative journey is slowly coming to a close, and I cannot wait to share my film
with all of you, hoping it resonates with you as deeply as it has with me.
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